HISTORY OF A.M.T.A. 
(Formerly A.A.M.M.) 


August 16, 1943, the Post Graduate class of the College of Swedish Massage loce 
ated on Hast Ohio Street in Chicago, Illingis, while in session for a question 
period, was prosented with the idea of forming an association of Masseurs and 
Massouses, The purpose of it would be to further the interest of its members 
and be a means to help each other become more efficient in their work. 


Wo have boon unable to locate the letter or copy of it in which Milton Niedfelt 
wrote to Dean Swanson at the College of Swedish Massage in sarly 1943 suggest. 
ing thet they start an organizstion in their school for massage operators, 

(In this mattor we must rely on memory, Dean Swanson remembered rocioving the 
lotter but did not recall who wrote it.) 


Many of tho classmates were members of other organizations but were dissatisfiec 
with thom because they felt the membership lists were used as suckor lists for 
salosmon, Tho following officers worse elected; President Charlos Williams, 
Sausalita, California, Vice Prosident Sgt. Ira Lewis, Colfax, Washington, Sece 
retary E, D. Easter, Indianapolis, Indiana and Treasurer Mrs, Glenn Gaovert, 
Andorsor, Indiana, Tho pledgo was formulated and the offico of the Collego of 
Swodish Massage mimcographed riany copies of it, All members of the class who 
woro interested in the now association signed the pledge. Out of fourty~one 
persons in the class, twenby-nino signed and paid the first years’ duos of 50¢ » 
At this time Harry McConnell, Registrar of the College of Swedish Massage, was 
givon Honorary Merbership in the A.A.M.M. 


Tho namo decided upon was to be the American Association of Masseurs and Mase 
sousos, abbreviated to be A.A.M.M. Motions were made and agreed upon that the 
Secrotary was to get out a monthly bulletin and a Cortificste of Memborship,. 
(In the moantime a similar group was being orgariized in Washington State, Seo 
foroword) 


In Docembor 1943, Easter thought it advisable that he resign his offico bocause 
ho was working long hours in tho wer effort and did not have the time, His 
resignation was accopted and Mrs. Gaevert was asked if she could take on tho 
added office of Secretary. She declined becauso of pressure of family and bus- 
inoss, suggesting several others, who also refused to take on the job. A letta 
was sont out to all membors asking for volunteers, No one wanted the rosponsib- 
ility but many suggested that Charlos Williams take on the office of Secrotary, 
For tho first year the office of Prosident and Secrstery wore combined, 


1944 


Early in 1944, Mrs Gaovert asked to be relieved of hor office of Troasurer and 
forwardod the records and funds to Charles Williams, therefore the Treasurors 
job was added to that of President and Secretary. Vice-president Ira Lewis, 
Colfsx, Washington was prevailed upon to take over the office of President, 
which he did, Tho two offices of Secretary and Treasurer were combined and 
have. vomeauud so, This arrangement gave Charles Williams more time to dovote 
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to tho drive for memberships mudlyf tarhod d#awing upon his porsonal funds t¢ ‘sup~ 
ploment the 50¢. duos, and the membership began to grow. 


1945 


In 1945, Prosident Lowis asked to be relieved of his office and suggested 
Clark Cottrell, Aberdesn, Washington, to take his place, Mr, Cottrell was 
contacted and ho agreed to act as President, 


During this year there was much strotching and growing and members suggested 
that tho Association should have a National Constitution and By~laws, Charles 
Williams securod copies of tho contitution and by-laws of other associations, 
(One of tho copies that ho seoured was the one that tho Seattle AssocLation 

of Massours and Massousos had adopted November 1, 1944,) From these ho form 
ulated the Constitution that was ready in timo for the first National Convention 
at Kansas City in 1946, In the meantime the drive for now members was still 
going strong and by convention time thore were sixty-~olght mombers, fourteen of 
thom present at Convention, 


1946 


Tho First National Convention opened on August 14, 1946 in the Continental 
Hotel, Kansas City, Missouri with President Cottrdl prosiding at tho mooetings 
The proposed Constitution and By-laws wore read by Ira Lewis and Mrs, Gaovort 
and was adopted, 


Officers Cottrell and Williams were ro-clected and Blanche HE, Petrie was elec~ 
tod Vice-President. The dues wore increased to $2.50 per year and a $5,00 foe 
added as application feo, This was done in order to bring in the necessary 
funds to carry on the work of tho organization, The Socretary~treasurer was 
authorized to mako 411 arrangements for future national conventions, 


During this yoar Williams was able to get the little news bulletin "The Massour" 
rolling nicely, It was a big help in his organizational work, and to keop mon» 
bors posted as to meetings. It made a good sounding board for members to air 
their viows, 


In this first convention Ermal Rothgeb, Winthrop, Washington, was appointed 
as Washington State Secretary-treasurer and was charged with the duty of bring} 
ing the Washington Massage Operators into the A.A.M.M. Four members of tho 
Washington Massage Operators were Charter Members of the A.A.M.M, They woro; 
Clark Cottrell, Ermal Rothgeb, and Pearl and Ira Lowis, 


In addition to business matters that wore taken care of in the 1946 mocting, 
lecturos and demonstr>tions were given by Eunice D, Ingham, Harry McConnell, 
John Granger, Ira Lewis and a round table discussion was conducted by Clyde H, 
Walton, Kansas City, Kansas, Ermal Rothgeb, Winthrop, Washington, dames C, 
Siglor, Evansville, Indiana and Geneva Anderson, Kansas City, Kansas, 


The Souvonior Program was a protty blue and white professionally printed pame 
phlot listing the entire program beginning Wednosday, August 14, 1946 through 
Friday, August 16, 1946 and containing four advertisements and the poom “Take 
Hoed", 


Hore is a side light on this our first convention that astonished officora at 
the timo, When it was found that Kansas City, Missouri, boing centrally loc~ 
ated, was agreeable to most of our membors for a convention, wo wrote tho vise 
iters burenu for a lish of hotels having convention facilities, Upon rocoipt 
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of the list, six hotels were selogted and wo sent letters to thom asking for a 
date for our convention, All replied that they could not give us the date ree 
quested, They had no openings for us, 


As a11 our plans wore comploted for this meeting, a wire was sent to tho Con» 
vontion Bureau, asking for some place where wo could mect, We suggested the 
Y.MeCsAe Af no other place could bo had, A reply from Mr, Boling, manager of 
the Convontion Bureau, stated tho Continental Hotel would give us our date, 


Upon arrival in Kansas City, Williams called on Mr. Boling to inquire why the 
hesitancy in giving us our location, and was bluntly informed that the name of 
Masseur and Massouses did not have a very good standing in Kansas City and they 
were afraid of us. Both Mr, Boling and Mr. DeGeorge, managor of the Continental 
Hotel, wore invited to come into our meoting and judge for themselves, They 
came to the opening meeting and after a half hour, left assuring the Secretary 
they wore glad wo wore thore, and later stated they would do all they could to 
holp us in our cause, because thoy found us to be a eroup of sincere and cone 
sciontious people whose aim was to use our talents to help relieve sufforing 
humanity, and that wo could count on them for future references, 


Mrs, Taylor had hold a meoting in her home on March 10, 1946 to attempt to got 
the massago operators around Spokane, Washington interested in becoming members 
of Washington Massage Operators, but was not successful, 


Novomber 3, 1946 a mooting of tho Massage Operators of Washington met at the 
office of Ivar Larson in Wenatchee, Washington, Thore was much discussion con 
corning the A, F, of L. who were bringing pressure to bear on the group to join 
with thom, Mrs, Ermal Rothgob presented tho idea that the group should oxtend 
themsolves as a massage group rather than join with A, F. of L. Clark Cottroll 
told tho mesting about the National A.A.M.M, stating that ho was National Prose 
ident and extending an invitation to thom to join with this group and encourage 
othors to becomo members also, Milton Niedfelt wrote to Cottrell inquiring 
about the requirements for membership, This request was reforred to Charlos 
Williams and information was sont to Niedfelt telling him that four or more 
membors could start a state chapter, He was the first to join and together with 
Ermal Rothgeb, Ivan Larson and Clark Cottrell had many meetings and wrote many 
iettors to perfect plans for a meoting in Soap Lake, Washington on July 26, 1947, 


1947 


At last the Great Day arrived! Sunday afternoon, July 26, 1947, at 2130 P.M, 
tho Washington Massage Operators voted that tho officers stand instructed to 
not receive any more dues or new mombors into the Massage Operators of Washing~ 
ton and that the Secretary bo instructed to notify all members of this action 
and soo that every member got an application to join the A.A.M.M, Tho nooting 
wes adjourned forever and the Convantion of the Washington State Chaptor of the 
A-AsMM. was immediately opened by Clark Cottrell. Officers wore elected to 
conduct tho A,A.M.M. Chapter, Ermel Rothgob, acting Secretary=treasuror, asked 
to bo relieved of her appointed offico and Milton Niedfelt was elected to Yow,’ 
placo her, Ivar Larson was nowly olectod as State President of Washington Chap. 
tor of A,A.M.M, Mombors present at this meeting were; Oliver Davis, Eloanor 
Phohaska, Mrs, Lola Nechel, Leston P, Short, Lillian Dahlberg, Hank Gochamour, 
Mr, and Mrs, C. BE. Marsh, Mr. and Mrs, B, C, Perry, 0. 0, O'Donnel, F, M, Spoos, 
Mr, and Mrs, Clark Cottrell, Hrmal Rothgeb, Florence Taylor, Milton Niedfolt 
and Ivar Larson, Discussion was hold and plans laid to invite the National to 


moot in Washington in 1948, (Short and Niodfelt remain members to the day this 
was written, ) 
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Cottrell wont straight from this meeting in Soap Lake, Washington to the LON? 
National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri and extended them an invitation 
to hold the 1948 Convention in Washington State. It was aceoptod aftor sevoral 
Washington members sent telegrams and letters, 


The 1947 National Convention was to be held in Henderson, Kentucky, but due to 
the fact that the only member there was resignihe from the A,A,M.M, we were 
left without a mooting place, A wire was sent to Kansas City, Missouri and the 
Continental Hotel cancelled another smi convention to make room for us and 
oneo again the Convention convéned in Kansas city, Missouri. 


August 7, 1947, National Convontion opened its Second Annual Convention with 
ton members and fourtesn visitors registered, Ib was at this moobing that the 
first Board of Directors wore oleéted, one each from the North, South, East and 
West, Elocted were; Gorva Connor, Kansas City, Kansas, Mao Stover, Arkansas, 
Archic Corey, Michigan and Arthur Molson, Illinois, The prosont officors wore 
ronclectod, Duos and feos wore increased to $7,00 application fos and $5,00 
duos, A salary of 15¢ per active member per month was voted for the National. 
Socrotary-breasurcer, 


A roport was givon by Charles Williams that there Wore now ono hundred and 
twonty-six paid up mombors ropresenting thirty-oight statog, Due to the chengo 
in convention location the Convention Program was a typo-written shoot with the 
throo days schedule on it, Lecturers and demonstraters wore; John Granger, 
Harry McConnell, Paul Wendel and Gerald Peterson. 


At the close of the 1947 meeting Charlos Williams was instructed to return nome 
by way of Soattle, 


Fourteon new mombors joined in a meeting held in Seattle, bringing the total to 
twonty~two for the Washington Chapter, and plans wont forward for the coming 
National Convention, Election of officers was held and Milton Nicdfelt was put 
jn as President of the Washington Chaptor and Fred M, Spoes was elected Secre- 
tary-troasurer, Tho question of some sort of rovenus to support State Cheptors 
was discussed, 


Pho Novombor 3, 1947 meoting held in Seattle found tho Seattle Association of 
Massago Operators voting to disband in favor of A.A.M,M, Funds on hand woro to 
be hold by Lyman Archibald and used to ontortain the 1948 National Convontion 
of AsAgMM. 


In Soptembor 1947 Niedfolt, as state President, was chargod with the job of 
organizing the Spokane Chapter, Mrs, Florence Taylor was the only member in 
Spokane, This proved to be a trying but successful job, 


1948 


The first annual Washington State Convontion was held July 11, 1948, and at 
this timo plans were laid to make a suecessful National National Convention 
August 6th, 7th, and 8th, 1948, It was at this meeting that Milton Niedfelt 
and. Carol were united in Holy Matrimony by Dr, Clark Cottrell, a retired Minise 
tor of the Gospel, Carol Niedfelt proved to be a most loyal helpm=te to Milton 
and worked diligently for tho A.A.M.M. She was loved and cherished by a1] who 
know hor, She was givon Honorary Mombership into the A.A,M.M. in later yoars, 


During the yoar of 1948 members woro working hard to form Stato Chapters and 
mootings wero called all over tho U.S.A. 
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Tho August 6, 1948 National, Convention wes held in the Fryo Hotel in Scattle 
with a good attendanuc, mostly from tho state of Washington, ono. from Canada. 
and two from Arkansas. Mr, Levine from the Seattle Mayor's office addressed 

the group giving a gracious welcome and a boost to all present. On opening 

day there wore forty-six menbers prosent, with sixty-two present the second day, 
Tt was at this convention that tho A.A.M.M, was put on its fect for tho first 
timo, Five new members wore accepted 4nto the Association. The souvenier Prow 
gram was a beautiful bluo and yellow eight page pamphlot,. ‘ 


Four rosolutions wore presented by the Washington Chapter and were passed, 
Ono, pertaining to a raise in fees from $7.00 to $10,00 to provide more funds 
for tho state chapters making $6.00 revert to the stato; another, authorizing 
each State Chapter to form Branch City Chapters, and giving them powor to put 
on fund raising projects to finance the Local Chaptor, 


& chango was also made in the dispersement of part of the application foo, 

$2.00 of the $6,00 allowed tho State Chapter was to go to the Stato Secrotary- 
troasuror as ronumeration or could be passed on to the member socuring tho ape 
plication, A rosolution was adopted requiring a yearly financial report instead 
of monthly roports as before required. } 


Tt was also resolved that a Charter in the form of a cortificato was to ba 
conferred upon the State and City Chapters both, authorizing them to function 
as an ontire unit under the jurisdiction of the National A.A.M.M. 


ALL officers were onco again re-elected with Joe Heisler acting as installation 
officor for Prosidont Cottroll and then Cottrell confirming all other officers, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas was choson as convention site for 1949, Lectures and 

demonstrations wore givon by Bradbrook of Idaho, Harry McConnell, John Granger, 
Bunice Ingham, Lyman Archibald, B, T, Elkin, Ira Lewis, Charles F, Harrell and 
Paul Wondol, A banquet was held at 4 P.M, and a very pleasant and entertaining 
time wos onjoyod by all, Thus ordod our Third Annual National Convention, 


Decombor 21, 1948 Oregon held their first moeting to organize their Chapter, 


1949 


January 29, 1949 Secrotary-treasuror Williams and President Clark Cottrell wont 
to Portland to present the Grogon Charter. Orcgon Chapter officers wero} Prose 
ident, Carl Lindell; Vice-president, Alice P. Jensen; and Secretary-troasuror, 
Alfred C, Trossen, 


Januory 30, 1949 a mooting was called in Seattle and the granting of both the 
Washington State Charter and the Seattle Chartor took place with Cottrell] and 
Williams doing the honors, Officers of the City Chapter wore Ethel McMahon, 
Prosidont and Frances Cunningham, Socrotary~troasuror, 


After consultation with National and State Officers concerning forming 4 
Spokane Chapter, Milton Niedfelt wrote to Mrs, Taylor about it on February 13, 
1949 to really get the ball rolling, March 18 1949, Niedfelt officially ap~ 
pointed Mrs, Taylor as temporary chairman and gave her permission to chose ofn 
ficers to help hor. She appointed F, BE. Bloom as Secrotary-treasuror, 


Spokane recieved their Chartor on April 10, 1949 with eleven mombors presont, 
It was prosonted by M. A, Niedfelt. Officers elected wore; Mrs, Florence Taylor 
Fresident and F. E. Bloom, Secretary-treasuror, Some very stable work was boing 
dono by monbers of the A.A,M.M. in Spokane to defeat a City Ordinance which 
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would have branded "Message Parlor" as a house of prostitution. 


At tho moeting Milton Niedfelt gave a very rousing talk and fired the mombers 

to now efforts to build the Association, Carl Lindell of Oregon, who was prom 
sont at tho mocting, returned home with renewed vigor to plan their first anq 

nual mocting to be held June 26, 1949, 


Ono rosult of the Spokane meoting was Carl Lindoll’s suggestion to have decals 
of our oriblem made that mombers could display in their offices and on thoir 
cars, This matter was taken up at tho next National Convention in 1949 and dew 
clared to be a fino idea, 


dune 26, 1949 the Washington Chapter held their Annual Convention in Spokane. 
Frank Cunningham was elected President, {He never called or attended a mooting 
afterword) Milton Niedfelt was olectod Secrotary~troasurer and Florenee Taylor, 
Vico«prosident, 


On August 5, 1949, the Fourth National Convention met in Hot Springs, Arkansas 
with forty-seven members and twenty-five guests present. Conventionor's were 
welcomed by the Chamber of Commerce after which a momont of silence was obser= 
ved in memory of Ira Lewis, Ivar Larson and Betty Vesoth, all of Washington, 
whom we have lost from our shores forever, 


Tho Arkansas Chapter was granted thoir Charter with Mac Stover Hughes, Arkensas 
President accepting it, Martha Savills, Virginia Chapter Socrotary-troasurer 
ond Sara Jane Beverly, Vice-president,. received official presentation of the 
Virginia Stato Chapter Charter, Prosidont Alfred B, Male was unable to be pre» 
sont, 


LoRoy Jonos suggested thet at future conventios, time be allowed for some site. 
seeing. This has been done ever since, The question of decals was presented 
and adopted and put into effect before the year was up. The Secretary announca: 
that Harry MeConnolls "Little Know Facts" were available to mombers. This 
leaflot is still the best advortisoment our members can use, 


Tho bluc and gold convention program listed the following lecturers; Paul Wende 
Harry McConnell, John Granger, Dude Aldrich, Carl Lindell and J. B, McAnaolys 
Tho banquet was held at 5:30 with Pearl Lowis and Mae Stover giving an hilariov 
domonstration of the right and wrong way to run 4 massage business, 


There was some misunderstanding of tho By-laws concerning a quorum and so no 
business was conducted in regard to constitution and by-laws, This was a sore 
subjoct and caused many hard feelings among the members. This matter was sot~ 
tled ye 1952 Convention, (There will be further explanation later in this 
roport. 


Chicago was chosen for the 1950 National Convention, 


September 26, 1948 and Novombor 26, 1949, Wisconsin held their first meotings 
to attempt the formation of a Stata Chapter, Mildred Warnes and Mrs, Rendall 
worked vory hard for some years before the Chapter was ever officially formed, 


Arkensas Chapter had a charter signing mooting October 23, 1949, at the homo 
of J, B. “Dude” Aldrich in Littlo Rock, Arkansas, with ten mombers out of four» 
teen present. A momborship drivo was the primary discussion of the mocting, 

A fine "focd*-was furnished. by Mrs. Aldrich, Officers that year woro; Mao 
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Stover Hughes, President, J, B, McAnoaly, Viee-prosident, and Julian &, "Pride" 
Aldrich, Seerotary~treasurer, A meoting was also held on May 21, 1950, 


Tllinois Chapter held thoir organizational mesting 4n Joliet, Illinois in Octe 


ober 1949, Bloctod officers woro; President A. F. Riedel, Vice«president George 


Morideth, Secrotary-~treasurer Arthur Melson, with Melson appointed as Convention 
Chairman, A November meoting was held to perfect plans for the National Cone 
vention » 


1950 


It was interosting to notice, while reading through old copies of "Tho Masseur"* 
as far back as 1945, tho growth of tho Association in the first seven yoars., 
Tho Massour® in itsolf was much improved in 1950 over the earlior issues of 
1945 and 1946,Moro news items begen to appear as the Association expanded and. 
new chapters were formed, By the year 1950, Secretary-treasurer Charles T, 
Williems, had a big job to keep up with everything. Tt was almost a full tino 
job by now to compile and edit the paper as well as serve as Secrotary-treasurer 


During this time in our history legislation became more and more important, 

Our mombors were becoming very concerned with existing conditions where massage 
parlors could operate uwnethically, Tho desire to up-grade our profession was 
strong and it could only be done in one way, which was by enactment of 4 “Rog- 
Agtration dot’, Officers wore properly preparing such an "act" to be presented 
at tho Chicago Convention in 1950, The purpose of it was to roquire rogistras 
tion ond licensing of all massage operators within any given state in which it 
could bocome a law, 


Moanwhilo, a lot of thought and work went into the planning of 4 “Fifth Anniver- 
sary Souvenier Program and Directory". For tho first time in our history ads 
wore sold to inembers to list their places of business and all members wore urged 
to participate, 


Washington State Chapters mot in Wenatchee on June 25, 1950, This was the 
first meeting called in the state since the 1949 convention, Thore was 4 very 
good attendance, Officers elected were; President Florence Taylor, Vieo-prosw 
ident M, A, Niedfelt, Secretary-treasurer F, B, Bloom and Directors Arthur Menn, 
Dan Edwards, Ermal Rothgeb, Leston Short and Gcorgo W, Lang. 


Ermal Rothgeb, who was Washington’s first A,A.M.M. Secretary-troasurcr, acted 
as Installing Officer for the State and City Officers, Seattle Chapter officor: 
wero Paul Walthew, President and Regina V, Williams, Secretary~troasurop, 
Spokane Chapter officers were; Presidont F, E. Bloom, Vice-president Russell 
Sopor and Socrotary~troasurer Notte Mead, 


July 9, 1950 saw the Oregon State Chaptor gathered together in Coos Bay, Oregon 
for their annual meeting with Carl Lindoll and Socrotary-treasurer Alfred C, 
Trossen ro~eloctad, 


Notional Convention oponed in Chicago, Illinois on August 6, 1950 with Prosidont 
Cottrell prosiding. Jd. FE. Aldrich was appointed Secretary-troasurer Pro~tem in 
the absoneo of Charles T. Williams who was unable to attond the convention due 
to ilinoss, 


The "Massage Registration Act" was unanimously adopted and members wore urged 
to got busy and got tho bill passed through Legislature in their home states, 
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An amendment to the Constitution and By-law made it mandatory for the local 
Chapter where future conventions were to be held, to have full charge of ail 
plans for convention under the supervision of national officers, A change was 
made in convention policy, whereby, non-members were not allowed in the moot~ 
ing wiless they were the guest of a member, © 


In this National Convention members thought some of the work of administration 
should be spread around, They voted to add four more Vice«presidents to help 
carry the load. The duties of those officers wore not laid out, but it was 
expected that President Cottrell would assign each Vicoepresident thoir dutios, 
Officers elected were; President Clark Cottrell], Washington, lst Vice-president 
Blanche E, Petrie, Now York, 2nd Vico»Prosident Milton A, Niedfelt, Washington, 
3rd Vice-president J. By, "Dude" Aldrich, Arkansas, 4th Vice-president Rov, Ay J. 
Griswold, 5th Vice~president Barl.Aloxander, Illinois, Secretary-treasuror Chas, 
T, Williams, California and Directors, Arthur D, Melson, Illinois, Gerva Connor, 
Kansas, Florence Taylor, Washington snd Mac Stover, Arkansas, 


The ladios looked lovely in thoir semi-formal dresses for the banguet on Sature 
day evening, and the men had to "look alive" to keep up to the gals, 


Denver, Colorado was selected as Convention City for 1951, 


Tllinois Chapter had a meeting on September 19, 1950 at the office of Arthur D, 
Molson, Jolict, Tllinois with nineteen members present. Mr, D, G, Wamsley of 
Chicago gave a fine talk and demonstration of Hydrowtherapy, Officers olectod 
for the ensuing yoar were; President Martin Weinrich, Vico-president George L, 
Moridoth, Secretary~troasurer Arthur BD. Melson and Directors Earl Alexander, 
Della Williams, Irene T, Harness, William P, Dandurand and Vern Mullholend, 


They held a Directors mooting November 12, 1950 in preparation for a mooting 
to be held in Chicago in the new year of 1951 on January 28th, At this meot~ 
ing members from tho states of Indiana, Wisconsin and Minnesota were invited, 


Gerva Connors, Kansas and Mrs, 0, P, Coates, Jr., Toxas were appointed as Soce 
rotary-troasurers of their states and asked to get chaptors organized, 


Kansas and Missouri Chapters wero organized by November 1950, Both Chapters 
held severnl mootings and the following officers were elected: Kansas Chapter; 
President Ruth L. Groth, Vice-president Ollie Bruce, Seorctary-treasurer Gerve 
Connors Missouri Chaptor; President Walter W. Cargylo, Vice-Presidont Blsio N, 
Sweenoy and Socretary-troasurer Bernice King. 


An organizational moeting was held December 10, 1950 in Hammond, Indiana with 
officers W, BE, Atkinson, President, Gieslo Silberschlag, Vico-president and 
Mary Folton, Secretary~treasurer olected, 


1951 


Evelyn Shubert, appointed Seoretarystreasurer of Iowa, sent out dozens of Lotter: 
to prospective members, In January, 1951,,they received their Charter at Charlo 
CAty, Officers wore; President Floy Browmlio, Vice-president Mina MeGreery and 
Secrotarystreasurer Evelyn Shubert, Directors Ella Blodget, Jo Paulkhouser and 
Van Thompson, A second mecting was held on October 7, 1951, 


TLLinois State Chapter meetings wore held March 18, 1951 and May 20, 1951, Tho 
socond one was olection time, Officors wore elected! They were President Earl 
Alexander, Vice-president Gilbert Schmitt, Secretary~treasuror Arthur Melson 
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and Directors James J, Jellings, Martin Weinrich, George L, Merideth and Jack 
Kopplor. 


Washington, Illinois and California all had bills presented in legislaturo 
during 1951 but they failed to pass, Arkansas and Oregon both passed a bill 
requiring a license to give massage, 


Donver, Colorado was unable to give us 4 date for convention until September, 
It was decided by Charles Williams to change the convontion site to Kansas 
City, This change in plans was resented by somo of the members and other ofs! 
icors and somo hard foelings wore croatod over it, however, Williams procoeded 
with plens for the meeting, Washington declined to attend and urged the Prose 
ident to proceed as formorly planned, to no avail, 


Spokano Chapter had gs mooting May 25, 1951 which was hold at Netta Mead*s new 
offico building and was in the form of a "house warming”, The following office 
ers wore elected; President Donald Edwards, Vice«president Russell Soper and 
Secretary~treasurer F. E. Bloom, 


Washington State Chapter met dime 24, 1951 at Pasco, Washington, A memorial 
sorvice was hold for Frod Spoas and Mrs, Speos was given Honorary Momborship. 
Paul Walthew was appointed Chairmen of tho Legislative Committes, Officers 
elocted wore; President Florence M, Taylor, Vice-president Milton Niedfolt and 
Secrotary-treasurer F, B, Bloom, Directors wore Don Edwards, Arthur Mann, 
Ermal Rothgob, Loston Short and Paul. Walthow, Installing Officer was Ruth By 
Williams, 


It was at this meeting that Washington members felt the need of being a closor 
knit unit, To accomplish this it was decided to sond out a “state news letter" 
to a1] Washington mombors and National Officers, Tho namo chosen was "Washing. 
ton Massage Nows" and it was to bo a quarterly publication. Tho first oditor 
was Milton Niedfelt, with Arthur Mann and Paul Walthew assisting him, Public» 
ation bogan Septomber 195] and mombors onjoyed the Little paper, For several 
yoars tho “Washington Massage Nows" ployed the part of organizor and was an ine 
spivation to the National Officers, It brought our members togethor in a come 
mon loyalty to fight for our rights and to protect the monbors, 


The need for legislative funds in Washington sparked the $3.00 per month volune 
tery pledge program that wos instituted in which several hundreds of dollars 
were raised, 


July 8, 1951 » mooting was called in Portland, Oregon. Officers wore; Prosidont 
John Hanna, Vice-president Eloise Salvik, and Secretary.troasurer Alfred Trosson, 
Another meeting was held September 9, 1951, All sorts of problems were coming 
to the attention of Orogon members due to the massage bill which had been passed 
in thoir state, Although tho bill was passed, there was a lot that was undesir~ 
able in the way it was administrated, No Massage Therapists wore on tho Board 
of Examiners, it had boen placed under the Board of health, 


Martha Savills reported that Virginia held their state meoting July 13, 1951, 
All officers were ro-olected, 


duly 15, 1951 Towa state mooting was held in Des Moinos, All officers wore rem 
electad, 


‘bulyr 28, 1051. Georgia State Chaptor organized, Officers elected wore; President 
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Arnold Ingeman, Vice-president Martha McLood and Secretary-treasurer D, 5, Carle 
son, A charter signing meeting was called on September 8, 1951, This was the 
second meeting called, They suggested a state slogan that would hve beon 4 
good one for the entire association, "In every rank, both groat and small, May 
love, direct and support us ali," 


July 29, 1951 twelve mombors gathered for the organizational mooting in Kearney, 
Nebraska, Charles Williams prosided as Chairman and officers elected wore; 
President Gladys Weiler, Vice-president Leora Johns and Secretary~treasurer 
Clnence Jones, Nebraska was deep in the work of getting a bill passed in leg~ 
isleture, Membors spont many hours in confereneos with lobbyists, logislators 
and reprosentatives to acquaint them with thelr “act” and work out the bugs in 
it. 


. On August 3, 1951, the Sixth National Convention was woleomed by Kansas City 


Mayor William Komp, Considering that Kansas City had suffered a severe flood 
proir to the mooting, «1 very good attendance of some forty mombors and gucsts 
wore prosont. 


All bills wore paid and a cash balance of $62.50 was left in the treasury, The 
chartor was presented to officers of the newly organized state of Georgia, The 
four vice-presidents who had been added in the 1950 convention caused Charles 
Williams too much conflict of opinions, so the convention voted to return to 
having only one vice-president, The $2.00 porcontage that was paid to tho 
sponsor of new members wis also oliminated, 


Electod officers wore; Presidont Clark Cottrell, Vico-president Alfred C, Tros» 
son, Secretary-treasurer Charles T, Williams and Directors Mae Stover Hughes, 
Delbert Vineent, Gorva Connor and Martha Savills, (Martha had the misfortune 
to fall and break hor arm at this convention, which put a damper on tho fun,) 


“The Massour” which had up to this timo heen edited by Charles Williams was 
turned over to tho Presidont to bo edited by him thereafter until further notice, 
At this moocting many interesting demonstrations were given by the following 
mombors; Dr, Charles Brooks, Martha McLeod, Van Hoaks, Edward Ownen, Carl E, 
Wray and Sandy Wilson, Some very educational talks were also given. 


Chicago was selected for the 1952 convention and the Tllinois Chaptor was to 
havo full charge cf all arrangomonts, 


Tllinois Chaptor held thoir first hostess state pro«convention meeting Soptem= 
ber 23, 1951 with sixteon mombors, Pearl Lewis gave a report of the National 
Gonvention, Jack C, Tippett, a blind masseur, gave on interesting talk on mase 
sage, Molson was appointed to contact Congress Hotel where the convention was 
to be hold, Tho following committess wore appointed; Chairman Arthur D, Melson, 
sa poked Pearl Lewis, Advertising, Gilbort E, Schmitt and Program, Harl Alex= 
ander, 


Clark Cottrell had taken over the editors job on "The Masseur and put out his 
first issue in October 1951, Funds to publish it camo in by contribution and 
for several months he operated on a “shoestring and a prayer”, It had to be cut 
to a bismonthly publication, News was scarce and from the lack of co-operation 
from Charlos Williams by not forwarding the news received from other Chapters, 
tho paper died of starvation before convention time in 1952, 


On September 30, 1951, 4 meeting at La Porte, Indiana was held with the follow 
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ing officers being elected; President Clarence Rebber, Vice-president Vera 
Setty and Secrstary-treasurer Mary A, Felton. 


October 14, 1951, the Nebraska Chapter held their nonthly meeting at Broken 
Bow, in the offices of Grace Cotton. Demonstrations were given by Harold D. 
Collins and Meg Cotton. Mrs, Englerup and Mrs. Deppe were put on the Resolus 
tions Committoe., An excellent dinner was enjoyed by 211 prosont, 


Tonnesses organizational meeting was held on October 15, 1951 with Beatrice M. 
Smith elected as President, Mrs, Selma Smith, Ist Viee-president and Gold 5, M, 
Young as 2nd Vice-president, 1. B, Simon was installed as Secretary-troasurer. 


Tllinois Chapter held another pro-convention meeting on November 4, 1951 and 
soveral ads wore sold in tho Convention Program, 


All officors wore re~olected in Arkansas, They were having trouble enforcing 
their "act*, A test caso had to be taken to court to prove that omployoes in 
govornment bathhouses had to register, as woll as those in private businoss, 
Tho case was won in court and the bathhouse workers had to get licensos also, 
J, Ey "Dude" Aldrich had been appointed to the Board of Examiners by tho Are 
kansas Governor. He was finding that there were a lot of mistakes in their 
“Wassage Act* in Arkansas, They were denied the privilege of drawing any monoy 
from the treasury to pay incurred bills because the Act failed to namo an ap~ 
propriation in the maximum total dollars and cents and they had to wait until 
tho Logislature mot again in 1953 to add ammendments to make the bill rotroacte 
ivo and in order to pay inspectors and ote, who wore entitled to renunoration, 
ALL of these things caused a lot of confusion and delays that took considerable 
timo to correct, 


In tho meantime, some of the members were boginning to resent the dominating 
manner in which Charles Williams handled the affairs of the A.A.M.M, and a 
movement was underfoot to replace him at tho next convention. They also thought 
a change of presidents was in ordor, Mr. Cottrell was vory hard of hearing 
which made it very hard for him to conduct meetings, Mr, Cottrell was aware of 
these undorcurrents and in September 1951 he resigned from the presidency and 
appointed Alfred Trossen, Vico-prasident as acting President. A short timo . 
aftorward Mr, Cottrell informed Mr. Trossen that it was illegal and that he 
(CottrolL) would have to continue as Prosidont, 


Milton Niedfelt, who had been at cross fire with Williams for some time, ro- 
signod from the A.A.M.M. October 19,1951 and sent in his Certificate of Mom 
borship, In a day or two he wished ho had not done so and wrote asking for it 
back, Cottrell refused to send it to him and held it mtil ho was ordored to 
voturn it to Niedfolt by the Board of Directors at National Convention the fol» 
‘lowing August. 


1952 


An important meeting on February 10, 1952, was tho first Tri-State meoting ever 
to bo held by A.A.M.M, mombers, Wisconsin, Indiana and Illinois members wore 
gathorod togothor as a pre-convention planning group. All committees woro 
bricfed as to further duties at this time, 


Tllinois was not only hostess chaptor but was busily preparing a bill for leg» 
islature. At about this time "The Masseur" wis almost defunct and TLlinois 

nocded a better way to keop its members posted as to moetings and other active 
ities in tho State Chaptor, thorefore "The Masseur, Illinois Chapter" was first 
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printed with Charles Prooks as Editor. This little paper was a professional 
ooking pamphlet that was compiled by Dr, Brooks and printed on his ow prints 
ing machine, This mide Illinois the second State to put out their ow papor, 
Dr, Brooks did such a fine job that he was urged to accept the Editor's job of 
"fho Masseur" for the National Association. 


According to the July 1952 issue of tho Illinois paper plans were all set for 
the annual National Convention of the A.A.M.M, Final plans were perfected in 
the June 28th mecting at Jolict, Illinois in Melson’s Health Center, 


Martha Savills reported thot the Virginie Chapter held their meeting January 10; 
1952, Martha was still suffering from her accident at the Kansas City conven} 
tion, Sho was sevoral yoars recovering from it because of complications, 


Kansas Chapter mot January 23, 1952 in Kansas City, at the G, and M, Health 
Studio, and plans were discussed for the 1952 National Convention, At this 
meeting Francois A, Stinson was accepted as a member of the A.AM.M, 


Moanwhile at Soattle, Washington on dune 6, 1952, a buffet lunch (whore yours 
truly foll off of the armless daveno into the fireplace) at the Arthur Mann 
home made a nico start for the State Convention, Senator Hess and Senator 
Hastvold wore guest speakers giving us much help and adviee concerning our Bill, 
Officors installed were; President Florence Taylor, Vice-president Arthur Mann 
and F, BE, Bloom as Sceeretary—treasuror, Directors were Don Edwards, Leston 
Short, Ermel Rothgeb, Rogina Williams and Paul Walthew with Ruth Williams os 
Installing Officer, Mr, Arthur Dunbar was added to the Legislative Committoe 
of Poul Walthew, Arthur Mann and Dan Edwards, Dunbar*’s exporience in logislat. 
ive mottors for the blind proved to be a great help to the Committee, Lyman 
Archibald, Bertha Reager and Regina Williams gave interesting demonstrations. 
Ruth &, Williams was appointed as Editor of the “Washington Massage Neows”,. Her 
first issue came out in July 1952, Copies were going out 411 over tho U.S.A. 
to National Officers and subseribers, The editor received dozens of letters of 
encouragoment and praise of the little paper which was still a quarterly public} 
ation, 


At tho Seventh National Convention in the Congress Hotel, Chicago, Tllinols on 
August. 7, 1952, there wore forty.six voting members and several visitors rogis~ 
tered by noon on Thursday, The following thirteen states were represented; Arke 
ansas, Tennessee, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Kansas, Nebm 
raska, California, Towa, Texas and Washington, 


Tho only resolution that was passed at this time was the one to raise tho duos 
from $5,00 to #12,00, $8,00 of which was to stay in the State Chapter, Tho otha 
$4,00 to bo sent to the National Treasurer, It was disclosed at this moeting 
that “Tho Massour" was $80.63 in the red and Illinois Chapter assumed tho priv~ 
logo of paying for it. 


National officors elected were; President Earl Alexander, Vice-president Flor 
once Taylor, Secretary-treasurer D. 5, Carlson and Directors Vera Setty, Martha 
Savills, Harold D. Collins and Beatrice Mae Smith. Officers wore installed by 
Past President Cottrell and members voted Cottrell as President Bmoritus. 


The subject of whether a quorum was present or not came up again, The by-laws 
stated that one-sixth of the members and two-thirds of the officers in convens 
tion constituted a quorum. Charles Williams interpreted this to moan one«sixth 
of the memborship at large and two-thirds of 311 officers, Membors maintained 
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thet it meant one#sixth and two-thirds of the members and officers present in 
convention, There was a great "hullaballu" (Charles Williams’ words) and the 
disagreement had to be settled once and for all by changing the wording to read 
“tho=-thirds of a11 paid up members who are registered at the National Conven- 
tion of A.A.M.M. shall constitute a quorum", thoreby clarifying the question, 


Newly elected President Alexander gave a very stirring talk end he was filled 
with plens to make "Tho Masseur" ba self sustaining, He appointed Dr, Charles 
Brooks as Editor, whose first publication camo out in Septer 1952 and it car» 
ried a full report of the past convention, The following was taken from his 
roport: "Dr, Brooks demonstrated muaclo co-ordination and separation, Ho put 
on an acrobatic act in which he supported tho woight of his daughter and hime» 
self by his tecth," 


Friday morning members went to Don MeNoils "Breakfast Club” program. Don spent 
about fifteen minutes broadcasting some of the virtues of massage and tho AA, 
MoM, all over the U,S,A, Massage took on now Iife and moaning, Friday night 
everyone wont by chartered bus to China Town for dinner and afterward for a 
tour of Chicago after dark, Members practically witnessed a gangland shooting, 
They hoard the shot and waw the bloudy victim, (This writer distinctly remom» 
bors having the feoling of ‘oiling too close for comfort.) 


The Banquet was the highligh: of tho Convention. It was attended one tmdred 
percont which wos made possible by the $20,00 registration feo, Dr, Brooks 
actod as Master of Coremonics and people were introduced, speaches wero mado 
and jokes wore told, Kay brooks entortained with pantomine numbers and Florence 
Taylor sang a couple of songs, and the evening broke up with a large number of 
membors gathered around Ruth Williams et the piano singing songs wmtil lato, 


Sunday morning ond installation of officers by Dr, Brooks and off for home wtil 
convention in Spokane, Washington in 1953, The souvenier programs of this con» 
vontion contained ads and for the first time a complote roster of mombors wag 
ineluded. . 


At this time in the history of the A.A.M.M,, Secretary-treasuror D, S, Carlson 
was faced with a tremendous task, Ho took office with a $2.65 balance from 
Charles Williams and a lerge doficlency in the trust fund, During this yoar ho 
bonded himself and had the books audited by a C.P,A. for the first time, Ho 
ended the year with a cash belance of $254.07 and only a $60.29 deficioney in 
tho trust, He took no salary for himself, (The trust fund was money that was 
to be held for States with no Chapters.) 


Arthur Dy Melson wrote to M, A. Nicdfelt informing him that he had gone in the 
holo $186,00 on tho 1952 "Souvenier Year Book and Rogiatry", 


Tho Kontucky Chapter was organized by Delbert Vincent after National Convention 
in 1952, In a meeting at the Hotel Madison, Madisonville, Kentucky, the follow. 
ing officers wore elected; President C, EB, Seibert, Vice-president William P, 
Stoghill and Secretary—treasurer Delbert Vincont. Charter members of tho Kon» 
tucky Chapter wore; Ida Bell Gresham, Maron Simmons, Mery Simmons, Clyde Soibert, 
ER, BE, Stanley, William P, Stoghill and Delbert Vincent. 


Tilinois Chapter met September 28, 1952 at Molson’s Hoalth Contor, It was a 
call meeting by the Secretary to discuss current and future policies of the As» 
sociation and the planning of another Tri.ftate meoting of Towa, Nebraska and 
Tllinois, It was hold October 26, 1952 in Moline, Illinois with Vico-president 
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